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Through the grace of God, a personal com-
mitment to excellence, and hard work, she be-
came someone who we all take pride in call-
ing a Houstonian, and who is beloved nation-
wide.

Congresswoman Jordan’s nonstop advo-
cacy for women’s rights and equality helped
propagate the idea that women deserve to be
given equal rights to men, and that women
need to stand up to the male-dominated world,
and assert our own leadership.

In a speech titled A Fundamental Right, by
Congresswoman Jordan at the Planned Par-
enthood Federation of America’s conference in
1990, she exclaimed that a “fundamental right
must not be subjected to a callous calculation
of political winners and losers.”

She explained that many politicians were
deliberately politicizing the debate about the
fundamental right to privacy and reproductive
health.

We still need leaders like Barbara Jordan
and Shirley Chisholm to stand up and fight on
behalf of women for reproductive rights and
the full range of reforms that would create
gender equity. It is because of women like
them that we have made it this far, but the
fight is not over yet.

The politicization surrounding abortion con-
tinues today and has led to new extremes that
have eroded the progress that has been made
up to now.

Just this year, Oklahoma, Idaho, and South
Carolina have effectively banned the proce-
dure, putting thousands of women’s lives at
risk.

It is a central part of our job as Members of
Congress to advocate and fight for women. |
am so honored and proud to be here today
surrounded by so many outstanding and dedi-
cated women who are dedicated to this cause.

| will continue to fight for reproductive rights
for all women and gender equity for women
everywhere.

RECOGNIZING MAJOR GENERAL
BRAD OWENS

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | would like to recognize Major Gen-
eral Brad Owens for his more than 37 years
of distinguished service to the United States
Army and South Carolina Army National
Guard (SCARNG).

Major General Owens served as the Assist-
ant Adjutant General for Joint Force Head-
quarters, South Carolina where he worked to
increase the readiness and capabilities of our
military. Major General Owens was the driving
force behind the modernization of SCARNG
facilities by partnering with academic institu-
tions such as The Citadel, USC-Upstate, and
Greenville Tech. His tremendous efforts have
also set the conditions for an Aiken Readiness
Center located on campus of the University of
South Carolina-Aiken.

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck,
Major General Owens served as the des-
ignated Dual-Status Commander for Defense
Support of Civil Authorities where he led the
effort to establish a Unified Command Group
with multiple State Agencies that successfully
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responded to the needs of South Carolina. His
service to the community and the guard will
have an everlasting, positive effect far into the
future.

His tireless work has led to strong relation-
ships with combatant commands worldwide
that increased the SCARNG support to over
sixteen different countries. More notably,
Major General Owens was instrumental in the
SCARNG'’s fruitful partnership with Colombia,
which resulted in his receiving of two decora-
tions, the Faith in the Cause and the Torre de
Castilla medal. His outstanding career is fur-
ther highlighted with his many decorations and
badges such as Combat Action Badge, the
Parachutist Badge, the Air Assault Badge, the
Salvage Diver Badge, the Sapper identification
tab, the Bronze Star Medal, six Meritorious
Service Medals, seven Army Commendation
Medals, and the Engineer Regiment's Silver
de Fleury.

Major General Owens is known throughout
the Aiken community and the state for his
steady leadership and integrity. His notable
service to both his country and community has
made him beloved by those who worked with
him and know him. We cannot thank him
enough for his many decades of service to
both his country and community.

————

RECOGNIZING JAMES SOLOMON
RUSSELL DAY IN THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF VIRGINIA

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | would
like to take this opportunity to celebrate James
Solomon Russell Day in the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

James Solomon Russell was an enormously
important figure in the history of southern Vir-
ginia. He was born into slavery in 1857 and
began his career as a teacher in 1874. By
1879, he began transitioning to ministry, build-
ing his first church and being ordained a dea-
con in 1882. His work included building new
schools and senior housing in addition to in-
creasing the number of African-American
churches in his diocese from none to thirty-
seven. Perhaps his most well-known accom-
plishment is his founding in 1888 and subse-
quent leadership of Saint Paul’'s College. As a
result of his work, thousands of young African
Americans obtained a higher education de-
gree. Particularly important among the alumni
of Saint Paul's College are the many teachers
who went on to educate young people across
the Commonwealth.

James Solomon Russell Day in the Com-
monwealth was first established on March 28,
2020 through a bill in the Virginia State Legis-
lative Session. By introducing this bill, Dele-
gate Roslyn Tyler and Senator Louise Lucas
ensured that James Solomon Russell Day is
celebrated on March 28th in the Common-
wealth for years to come. Through this annual
recognition, we will keep his memory alive and
celebrate his work to better our Common-
wealth.

This year, | want to particularly commend
the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum
of African American History and Culture Rob-
ert F. Smith Center for the Digitization and
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Curation of African American History for their
work with the James Solomon Russell—Saint
Paul's College Museum and Archives. Rep-
resentatives from the Center have already
travelled to Lawrenceville twice to lend their
expertise on archiving and digitizing the muse-
um’s collection and are planning another trip
this spring. With the experience of the Center,
financial support from the state and federal
government, and the passion of the staff at
the museum, residents of southern Virginia will
be able to access and learn from the history
of James Solomon Russell and Saint Paul’s
College.

———

IN MEMORY OF JOHN HOLLOWAY

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | would like to
honor the memory of John Holloway, long-time
resident and the City of Highland Park, Michi-
gan’s first African-American police officer.

Born in 1932 in Camp Hill, Alabama, John
Holloway spent his formative years in the
south. He later moved to Michigan at the invi-
tation of his family, where he attended High-
land Park Junior College. In November of
1953, he was drafted into the United States
Army. After leaving the Army in 1955, John re-
turned to Highland Park and was employed by
the United States Postal Service. In 1961, he
enlisted in the Air Force Reserves, stationed
at Selfridge Air Force Base. He was honorably
discharged in June of 1965.

In 1956, John Holloway was hired as a pa-
trolman with the Highland Park Police Depart-
ment as the first African American officer in
the city’s history. During his thirty-eight-year
tenure, Officer Holloway faced many obsta-
cles, including blatant racism. He was one of
the few officers who earned each rank by
passing the civil service exams required for
promotion, rising through the ranks as patrol-
man, corporal, detective, sergeant, lieutenant,
and captain. In 1979, John was appointed as
the city’s first African American Chief of Police
by Mayor Jesse Miller. He continued to serve
until he retired from the department in 1994,
holding the rank of Executive Captain.

John Holloway was an active member of the
Highland Park community. Outside of his pub-
lic service as a police officer, he served on
many civic organizations including as the first
African American president of the Highland
Park Goodfellows, the Highland Park Board of
Education and the Highland Park Community
College Board of Trustees for over 30 years.
He was an active member of the Highland
Park Lions Club and the Association of Re-
tired Highland Park Police and Firemen, where
he served as president until his death. John
Holloway loved spending time with his family
and traveling. He was especially proud of
earning his bachelor’s degree from Mercy Col-
lege of Detroit at the age of 44.

Please join me in in recognizing his many
contributions to Michigan 13th District Strong
as we mourn his loss.
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CONGRATULATING ILLINOIS BAS-
KETBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION
COACH OF THE YEAR CALEB
BATSON

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Caleb Batson, the seventh and
eighth grade girls’ basketball coach at
Abingdon-Avon Middle School, who was
named a Coach of the Year by the lllinois
Basketball Coaches Association.

The 2021-2022 season was Caleb’s second
as a coach at Abingdon-Avon Middle School.
Both the seventh and eighth grade teams
went 19-3 overall, with the 7th grade team
winning the Class 3A sectional championship,
and the 8th grade team winning the Class 3A
regional title. Caleb is no stranger to devel-
oping young talent. In 2016 Caleb joined Mon-
mouth College’s men’s basketball coaching
staff, where, in 2018, he helped the Fighting
Scots win the Midwest Conference regular
season championship and the Midwest Con-
ference tournament, giving Monmouth its first
NCAA Division Il Tournament berth since
1990. As a former athlete, | commend Caleb
for his determination and hard work. Caleb
has shown us all the importance of dedication
and a strong work ethic. | am proud to see
him represent our community so well through-
out the state and the country with his talent
and passion.

It is because of leaders such as Caleb that
| am especially proud to serve lllinois’ 17th
Congressional District. Madam Speaker, |
would like to again formally congratulate Caleb
Batson on being named a Coach of the Year
by the lllinois Basketball Coaches Association.

HONORING DIANE PORTER COOLEY
HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the vibrant life of Diane Porter
Cooley, a pillar of the Pajaro Valley and Santa
Cruz County community, who passed away on
March 10, 2022.

Born to a family that settled in Santa Cruz
County in the 1850s, and raised on Las
Lomas Ranch in Watsonville, Diane had a
deep connection to the land and people of the
central coast of California. Her father Tom was
one of the four founders of Driscoll Berries,
and Diane continued her involvement with ag-
riculture until her death. Diane and her hus-
band, Don, were active members of the com-
munity, constantly engaged in the issues they
cared about.

A deeply passionate civic leader, Diane
worked tirelessly to protect and preserve the
environment, and was an outspoken advocate
for the people of the Pajaro Valley. She once
said, “I care for the trees but for humans, too.
People should have the chance to thrive just
like the Sequoia should stand tall.”

She was a dynamic agent of change who
championed the creation of the Elkhorn
Slough Foundation, the Pajaro Valley Arts
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Council, the Community Foundation of Santa
Cruz County, and the Land Trust of Santa
Cruz County. She was involved with the Na-
ture Conservancy, served on the Pajaro Valley
Water Management Agency board, and was a
supporter of many other causes, including
Pajaro Valley Shelter Services, Salud Para la
Genre, the University of California, Santa
Cruz, Cabrillo College, and Second Harvest
Food Bank in Watsonville. We may never
know just how many lives she touched, or how
many people received an education, braces,
medical care, a home, or love when they
needed it most thanks to her.

Madam Speaker, Diane Porter Cooley’s out-
reach and philanthropy extended far and wide
throughout our community. As Santa Cruz
County bids farewell to its beloved daughter of
95 years, may her legacy of giving continue to
inspire us for generations to come.

———

HONORING AIDAN SAMUEL
HAMILTON

HON. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Mr. C. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to congratulate
Aidan Samuel Hamilton for earning the rank of
Eagle Scout in Troop 89 of Brandon, FL.

Only four percent of Boy Scouts reach the
highest honor of Eagle Scout. This special
recognition requires years of effort to develop
leadership, outdoor, and service skills. To earn
it, Aidan led his Troop to construct a large
landscape planter at a local high school. Aidan
has also volunteered at a local ministry to feed
the homeless in the Tampa area and worked
to raise funds for ZooTampa at Lowry Park.

Friends and fellow Scouts have described
Aidan as a hard-working and dedicated mem-
ber of his local community. On behalf of the
Fifteenth Congressional District of Florida,
congratulations again to Aidan Samuel Ham-
ilton on earning the rank of Eagle Scout. We
are proud of his continued success and appre-
ciate his dedication to making our community
a better place.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
CELESTE “CLETE’” BOYKIN

HON. RALPH NORMAN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Celeste “Clete” Boykin for her
outstanding service to our state.

A native of Lancaster, Clete has selflessly
served the state of South Carolina and
Clemson University for decades. Throughout
her time as an undergraduate student, she
proudly played in the Tiger Band and grad-
uated from Clemson University with a degree
in horticulture in 1979. Since then, she has
dedicated much of her life to Clemson Univer-
sity and its students. She currently serves on
the Clemson Regional Board of Directors for
the Baltimore/DC Clemson Club to ensure the
Club is one of the best in the nation. Clete
also serves as the Chairperson of the Board
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of Advisors for the Clemson Institute for Parks,
which provides research, education, training,
and outreach to enhance parks and protected
areas.

In addition to her involvement with Clemson
University, Clete has educated the South
Carolina Delegation on numerous federal
issues, including cybersecurity, trade, agri-
culture, industry, and transportation. Clete is a
respected, dependable, and humble commu-
nity leader. She has exceeded expectations in
service to our nation, highlighted by her re-
ceipt of numerous honors and accolades. In
2014, Clete received the Lifetime Achievement
Award at the Tin Cup Awards for her work in
the Washington Government Relations Group
(WGRG), one of the nation’s oldest volunteer
organizations for Black government employ-
ees. More recently, Clete received the
Clemson Alumni Association’s Distinguished
Service Award, the highest honor the Associa-
tion can bestow upon an alumnus or alumna.
The Distinguished Service Award is given to
alumni who have not only dedicated their life
to professionalism and public service, but who
have also continued a lifelong dedication to
Clemson University.

On behalf of the 5th District of South Caro-
lina, it is my most sincere pleasure to recog-
nize Clete for her outstanding leadership and
public service. | wish her the best of luck
throughout her future endeavors, as | am con-
fident she will continue to serve and find great
success in all that she does.

————

CONGRATULATING HEDY
WEINBERG

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Hedy Weinberg, who is retiring
in June as the executive director of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union of Tennessee after
38 years advancing and protecting civil rights.
Ms. Weinberg, a native of Chicago, has been
at the forefront of legal battles to protect the
rights of LGBT people, prison inmates, immi-
grants and those seeking access to legal
abortions. She has stood up for voting rights
and religious freedom, while challenging laws
restricting the teaching of evolution. She has
worked to end racial profiling by law enforce-
ment. Ms. Weinberg’s tenure at the ACLU has
run concurrent with my service in the state
Senate and in Congress. It has always been
gratifying and comforting to know that the
ACLU and Hedy were there supporting the
issues that needed support to protect our Con-
stitution and our fundamental rights. Ms.
Weinberg has been recognized for her advo-
cacy work and is the recipient of the Human
Relations Award from the National Conference
on Community and Justice—Nashville Chap-
ter; the Tennessee Library Association’s Free-
dom of Information Award; and the Human
Rights Campaign Equality Award. In 2012, she
was inducted into the Academy for Women of
Achievement by the YWCA of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee and in 2016 received the
Bridge Builders—LifeTime Achievement Award
from the American Muslim Advisory Council.
Ms. Weinberg was a founding and steering
committee member of “Nashville For All of
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